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One incident illustrating the inadvisibility of attempting to apply 
the tuberculin test to animals recently removed from their accustomed 
surroundings may be mentioned. A veterinary surgeon reported that 
when, with a view to testing them, a lot of thirty Highland cattle 
that had been running loose in a park were driven into yards, it was 
found that they all had temperatures of about 105 degrees, doubtless 
in consequence of the excitement caused by the attempt to handle 
them. As there were no facilities for stalling them, the attempt to 
test them had to be abandoned. 

THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES DURING 1899. 

JUDGING from the number of cases of anthrax officially notified, the 
disease has fluctuated within very narrow limits during the last few 
ye3.rs. The number of outbreaks reported during 1889 was 537, and 
the number of animals attacked in these outbreaks was 996. The 
average number of outbreaks for the three preceding years was 490, 
and the average number of animals attacked 877. In considering 
the effect of the measures which the law enforces against anthrax, it 
ought to be observed that it differs in one important respect from all 
the other diseases of which the Contagious Diseases of Animals Act 
takes notice. All the other diseases are caused by contagia that 
flourish only in the bodies of diseased animals. They could all be 
stamped out of existence by the slaughter of the animals already 
diseased, coupled with the reasonable disinfection of the places in 
which these animals have recently been kept, the latter measure being 
a necessary complement of slaughter, because, although the germs 
of these diseases cannot multiply outside the body, they can for a 
time retain their vitality in the outer world. On the other hand, it 
is doubtful whether we should be appreciably nearer the eradication 
of anthrax if all the animals affected with it at any given moment 
were instantly wiped out of existence, and their immediate surround
ings disinfected. The reason is that these proceedings would leave 
many anthrax germs in the soil in different parts of the country. 
Some of these germs may have escaped from the bodies of diseased 
animals, but there is reason to believe that some of them may have 
come into existence in the soil, and represent the descendants, with 
many generations intervening, of germs that once lived in an animal 
affected with anthrax. It is therefore not surprising that the measures 
which are now put in force against anthrax have not succeeded in 
stamping out the disease. At the same time, these measures are 
entirely defensible, for they are comparatively inexpensive, and they 
doubtless tend to prevent the disease from assuming more serious 
proportions, and also from being communicated to human beings. 
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Glanders, like anthrax, has varied very little in prevalence during 
recent years. The number of outbreaks reported during 1899 was 
8S I, and the number of animals attacked 146S. The average number 
of outbreaks for the three preceding years was 8 I 8, and the average 
number of animals attacked 1430. But the statistics with regard 
to this disease are in one point very fallacious, for the actual number 
of animals affected with the disease in any. given year is probably 
ten times the number returned. The custom in dealing with out
breaks is to regard as glandered only such horses as show external 
symptoms of the disease; and this is as fallacious as it would be to 
estimate the frequency of tuberculosis among cattle by the number 
of animals that annually die from it or have to be killed in anticipa
tion of death. The experience of the past few years does not hold 
out any prospect that the present method of dealing with the disease 
wiII ever succeed in exterminating it, although it is hardly open to 
doubt that more vigorous measures would soon have that effect. 

The rigorous enforcement of muzzling in all districts in which cases 
of rabies had recently been detected has within a period of two years 
brought this disease to the verge of extermination in Great Britain. 
The total number of cases detected in 1899 was nine, but, unfor
tunately, one of these occurred as recently as the third week of 
December; and, although that was the last case reported, it would 
perhaps be premature to conclude that the disease has been 
absolutely exterminated. 

As in the case of glanders, a balance appears to have been struck 
between the natural tendency of swine-fever to spread and the 
repressive effect of the measures enforced against it. The number 
of outbreaks reported during the past year was 2322, as compared with 
2464 in the preceding year, and 21SS in 1897. The figures do not 
hold out much hope that the existing regulations will succeed in 
exterminating the disease. Although the number of outbreaks 
reported during I899 was almost the same as in the preceding year, 
the number of pigs slaughtered as diseased or exposed to infection 
was last year less by over eleven thousand. This probably indicates 
a laxer interpretation of what constitutes exposure to infection, and 
it may partly explain the comparative failure to stamp out the 
disease during the past year. 

The country is now reaping the reward of the sacrificeI' which it 
made in order to get rid of pleuro-pneumonia, for no case of that 
disease has been detected in the United Kingdom since January 
1898, and it may reasonably be concluded that it has at 
length been actually exterminated. During the past year the 
country was also entirely free from foot-and-mouth disease. U n
fortunately, however, the long spell of freedom from that plague, 
extending to nearly six years, has since the beginning of the present 
year been interrupted. In the last week of January the disease was 
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detected at a farm in Suffolk, and during the month of February 
other six outbreaks were discovered in the counties of Norfolk, 
Suffolk, and Bedfordshire. The occurrence of so many outbreaks 
within a short period opened up a rather alarming prospect, but, 
thanks to the vigorous action taken by the Board of Agriculture, 
the disease appears to have been already stamped out. At any 
rate, that hope may reasonably be entertained, seeing that no fresh 
outbreak has been detected since the third week of February. We 
understand that, notwithstanding the most searching inquiries by the 
Board of Agriculture, no circumstance throwing light on the origin 
of the first outbreak has been discovered. It may safely be assumed, 
in spite of this, that the contagion was conveyed by some means or 
other from the Continent of Europe, the intermediary bearer being 
the clothes or persoll of some human being, or such materials as 
hay, grain, or dairy products. The impatience with which the 
comparatively moderate, and certainly very necessary, regulations 
of the Board of Agriculture with regard to the movement of 
animals have been borne by the cattle-owners within the affected 
areas, appears to indicate that the majority of these have forgotten 
during the past few years of freedom from the disease the enormous 
amount of loss which it is capable of causing to agriculture when it 
obtains a firm footing in the country. 
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SARCOPTIC MANGE IN THE OX. 

By J. M'FADYEAN, Royal Veterinary College, London. 

So few cases of sarcoptic mange affecting cattle have been recorded 
in veterinary literature, that doubts have even been raised as to 
whether it occurs at all. In Neumann's standard text-book on the 
animal parasites it is said that its history is limited to the possi
bility of its existence. The following observations, made during the 
past year, establish its occurrence beyond the possibility of doubt. 

In the month of January last some scurf from the skin of a cow 
was brought to the Laboratory by Mr Thackeray, veterinary student, 
for identification of the parasites which it contained. A very brief 
examination of the parasites confirmed the diagnosis which Mr 
Thackeray had already made, and showed that they undoubtedly 
belonged to the genus Sarcoptes. It was then ascertained that the 
scurf had been taken from a cow under treatment by Mr Carless, 
M.R.C.V.S., of Stafford, and through the kindness of that gentleman 
an opportunity to examine the animal was obtained. It proved to 
be a three-year-old shorthorn, which had been purchased at Bingley 




